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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To automatically detect the use of a 
portable terminal without depending on the operation of key input or 
the like and to switch a direction to perform display and an 
application to be executed matched with the use by providing a 
sensor for detecting the contact of a hand or a finger on a portable 
terminal side face. 

SOLUTION: Signals outputted from the plural sensors 102-1-102-5 
are inputted to a state detection means 1 03 and a state is 
discriminated. For instance, in the case that the portable terminal 
100 is vertically held, when the sensor 102-1 is in contact with the 
thumb, the sensor 1 02-3 is in contact with a pointing finger, the 
sensor 102-4 is in contact with a middle finger and the sensor 102- 
5 is in contact with a third finger respectively, the state detection 
means 103 judges that the portable terminal 100 is vertical. Also, for 
instance, in the case that the portable terminal 1 00 is horizontally 
held, when the sensor 102-2 is in contact with the thumb, the state 
detection means 103 judges that the portable terminal 100 is 
horizontal. Also, when any sensors 102-1-102-5 do not detect the 
contact, it is judged that the portable terminal 100 is not held. 
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